Aleutian disease in the ferret.
Ferrets inoculated with Aleutian disease (AD)-infective material of mink origin harbored the infective agent for at least 136 days after inoculation. In contrast, hamsters given a similar inoculum of infective material no longer harbored the infective agent at 21 days postinoculation. During the infective period, neither ferrets nor hamsters had any detectable illness. However, in certain ferrets, massive periportal lymphocytic infiltrates were observed. A survey of ferrets from different ranches revealed similar lymphocytic infiltrates only in ferrets raised on a ranch which had AD-infected mink.